
Question Answer

Section E. ii. states “DCFC charging 

ports must support output voltages 

between 250 volts DC and 920 volts 

DC.” Can OER confirm that they are 

stating an inclusion requirement 

rather than a cap? For example, can 

you confirm DCFCs with a 150-950 

V range are acceptable because 

they encompass the range above? 

Confirmation that this isn't a cap, but 

inclusion. Additional range is 

acceptable.

The RFP states: "The Utility Form 

must be completed by the Site Host 

or Applicant and signed by Rhode 

Island Energy, confirming both the 

service territory and that a utility 

connection is feasible at the 

proposed Site location. The utility 

form and one-line diagram request 

are the responsibility of the applicant 

and require the assistance of a 

qualified electrician after OER 

approves the application. Can OER 

confirm it is requesting ONLY the 

Utility Form at the time of 

application? 

*Yes, Attachment G Utility Form is 

required with the utility 

representative if possible. The 

additional forms in Attachment O are 

the sample request forms from RI 

Energy for reference. These forms 

are provided as a reference for the 

Applicant. The Applicant is 

responsible for completing the 

required Rhode Island Energy forms 

after the Applicant receives Award 

approval notice and submitting the 

documents directly to Rhode Island 

Energy. Submitting these forms as 

part of the application is optional.

The Eligible Expenses on p. 27 do 

not list Installation/construction as 

eligible. Can OER confirm these are 

eligible costs?  

Yes, installation and construction 

costs are eligible. 

The RFP states a minimum of 4 

ports; is there a maximum number of 

eligible ports? 

No maximum number of ports. 



If we engage a vendor for assistance 

with the application, can the 

associated costs become part of the 

grant request? Put another way – 

can the program reimburse any 

project costs that are incurred prior 

to approval of the grant award?

The design and assistance for the 

site is considered an eligible 

reimbursement cost that can be 

submitted at part of the application, 

and if the application is accepted, to 

be reimbursed after device 

inspection. If the application is not 

approved for the grant request, the 

cost related to preparing the 

application is the sole responsibility 

of the applicant. 

Can awardees create paid 

membership subscription fees for 

customers that allow them to track 

customers and offer them discounts 

if the stations also have multiple 

other methods of unpaid 

subscription payment options? In 

this case, the stations would not 

require a membership for use 

(ChargePoint app, roaming partner 

apps, etc), but an EV driver would be 

able use their customer business 

membership to get addition perks 

(such as discounts on charging or 

discounts in the store). This 

membership would be offered for a 

fee.

NEVI funds aim for open access and 

payment for all users without 

requiring membership for 

functionality. If the membership is 

optional, I don't see an issue. The 

NEVI rules do not explicitly forbid 

offering a membership as a way to 

enhance a customer's experience, 

as long as it's not a prerequisite for 

using the station.



Would a site on along a roadway on 

Block Island be eligible for funding?

Yes, this site would be eligible for 

funding. There are no NHS roads, so 

we didn't consider it from a national 

network perspective; however, it 

certainly has the need and could 

meet the eligibility location 

requirements. On the application, 

you can note the Southwestern 

target area if needed.

Can applicants include more than 

the required number of reference 

letters if they still would like to 

include this type of example?

Yes, the text in the application reads 

a minimum of three, so more is OK. 

Attachment B requests that 

applicants “attach reference letters 

for a minimum of three (3) currently 

active projects.”

Does RI consider DCFC projects 

that are currently in either 

design/engineering or construction 

phase active projects?

Can applicants provide reference 

letters for in-progress projects 

(stages listed above) with other state 

agencies that demonstrate their 

ability to meet NEVI standards and 

experience with state agency 

coordination?

Attachment D – Charging Station 

Installation History Form Power 

Level(s) (kW): Is OER requesting 

Power Level(s) (kW) of the total site 

or by charger on the site?

The intent is for the charger on site 

but feel free to provide the total as 

well.

t's recommended to include active 

stations that have completed 

construction. However, if you do not 

have operational stations for the 

Project References and Reference 

Letters, you can submit projects in 

active design, engineering and 

construction phase services. 



As part of the application, we 

understand that confirmation from 

the utility is needed to verify that the 

site is within their service territory 

and that a utility connection is 

feasible. However, the utility has 

informed us that generating a formal 

feasibility report may take more than 

six weeks— beyond the program 

deadline of August 15, 2025.Given 

this timing constraint, we would like 

to request if there are any 

acceptable alternatives to the full 

feasibility report that can be 

submitted along with the 

application—such as a confirmation 

email, letter of acknowledgment, or 

any other interim documentation 

from the utility provider.

Submit applications with a 

commitment letter and whatever 

correspondences with the utility has 

taken place up until that point. We 

understand that this may be beyond 

the applicant's control, but it also 

affects the feasibility of a location, 

and we do not want to limit your 

initial options based on responses 

from RI Energy.

To avoid missing future 

announcements, is there an email 

list I can be added to?

To stay up to date on NEVI program 

announcements, you can sign up for 

our newsletter here: NEVI 

Newsletter Signup, and be sure to 

follow all updates posted on our 

program webpage: 

www.energy.ri.gov/rinevi.

What costs are elgiible for the 

applicants 20% cost share?

The full list of eligible and ineligible 

costs can be found in the guidance 

document in section 8.3.2 on page 

27.

Donations of property are not eligible 

costs. OER at no time will construct, 

own, operate, or maintain any EVSE 

under Phase 2A.

Can land be donated as part of the 

applicants cost share?



Attachment G - Can applications 

submit without the utility signature if 

the applicant submits documentation 

of engagement with the utility?

Any communication with RI Energy 

you can submit as documentation. 

Any good faith effort can be 

submitted and will be taken under 

consideration.

Can reference letters be submitted 

from the applicant if they own and 

operate their own stations?

Yes, the purpose of the reference 

letter is to get a better understanding 

of the applicants ability to reliability 

operate and maintain these sites. 


