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3INFRASTRUCTURE AND INVESTMENT JOBS ACT (IIJA) SUMMARY

Infrastructure and Investment Jobs Act (IIJA) or Bipartisan Infrastructure Law

Originally included in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law was a nationwide investment of $15 billion for EV infrastructure. 
Rhode Island was allocated approximately $23 million in federal NEVI funding, with an additional 20% in required state 
match
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• Phase 1 prioritized the one designated Alternative 
Fuel Corridor (AFC), Interstate 95, for Rhode Island.

• As part of this phase, the State of Rhode Island 
added additional high speed EV chargers at the 
Ashaway and Warwick Park and Ride locations.

• On July 17, 2024, Rhode Island proudly became the 
first state to complete Phase 1 under the NEVI 
Program.

• With Phase 1 Complete, the State of Rhode Island 
was able to begin Phase 2: Community Charging

RHODE ISLAND NEVI PHASE 1 SUMMARY



RHODE ISLAND PHASE 2A TIMELINE AND LEGAL IMPACTS 5

Phase 2A 
Launch

 November 2024

Rhode Island begins 
Phase 2A 

implementation in 
alignment with 

federal guidance

Executive Order 
Issued by Trump

January 2025

The new 
administration halts 
key components of 
the program. Rhode 
Island joins 14 other 
states challenging 

the order

Preliminary 
Injunction 
Granted

June 2025

Court grants 
preliminary 

injunction, allowing 
halted activities to 
resume in RI and 

other states

Phase 2A 
Relaunch

July 2025

Rhode Island 
resumes Phase 2A 
implementation and 

post-injunction
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The Phase 2A RFA enables applicants to apply for grant funding for the design, installation, operation, maintenance, and 
reporting of EV charging stations in Rhode Island. This initiative supports Rhode Island’s goal of expanding EV charging 
infrastructure statewide. 

NEVI PHASE 2A PROGRAM – REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS (RFA)

www.energy.ri.gov/rinevi

Applications Now Open: July 14 – August 15, 2025



7NEVI PHASE  2A OVERVIEW

Vision
The vision is to create a future where electric vehicle 
charging infrastructure is equitable, accessible, reliable, 
and sustainable throughout the state

Goals

1. Expand Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure
2. Foster Public-Private Partnerships
3. Ensure Equitable Access
4. Support Sustainable Transportation
5. Drive Economic Development



8NEVI PHASE  2A OVERVIEW

  Eligibility

The NEVI Phase 2A program is open to 

• Businesses, corporations, partnerships, limited liability companies, cooperatives, 
• Government entities, academic institutions, 
• Non-profit organizations, and 
• Federally-recognized Tribal organizations based in Rhode Island. 

Eligible applicants must have the capacity to install and maintain publicly accessible EV charging equipment at the proposed site. A 
Site Host is defined as the owner or occupant of land on which an electric vehicle charging station is installed. 
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Station Type Applicant Type Publicly 
Accessible Available Incentive*

Level II State, Quasi, & Local Governments, buildings, parks, 
parking lots YES Up to 80% of the total project cost may be awarded, and a limit of 

$250,000 per Level II location.

Level II Private sites, workplaces, shopping centers, etc. YES Up to 80% of the total project cost may be awarded and a limit of 
$250,000 per Level II location.

Level II Non-profit groups, organizations, and community-
based organizations YES Up to 80% of the total project cost may be awarded and a limit of 

250,000 per Level II location.

Level II Tribal Organizations YES Up to 80% of the total project cost may be awarded and a limit of 
$1,000,000 per Level II location.

DCFC State, Quasi, & Local Governments, buildings, parks, 
parking lots YES Up to 80% of the total project cost may be awarded and a limit of 

$1,000,000 per DCFC location.

DCFC Private sites, workplaces, shopping centers, etc. YES Up to 80% of the total project cost may be awarded and a limit of 
$1,000,000 per DCFC location.

DCFC Non-profit groups, organizations, and community-
based organizations YES Up to 80% of the total project cost may be awarded and a limit of 

$1,000,000 per DCFC location.

DCFC Tribal Organizations YES Up to 80% of the total project cost may be awarded and a limit of 
$1,000,000 per DCFC location.

Level II and DCFC 
Chargers

State, Quasi, & Local Governments, buildings, parks, 
parking lots,

Non-profit groups, organizations, and community-
based organizations

Tribal Organizations

YES
Up to 80% of the total project cost may be awarded, and a limit of 
$1,250,000 per DCFC and Level II location, provided there are at least 
2 DCFC and 2 Level II chargers. 
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Award Amount

• Awards to Recipients will provide up to 80% of project costs.

• The anticipated maximum award per publicly accessible location is $1,000,000 for DCFC sites, $250,000 for Level 2 
sites, and up to $1,250,000 for locations that include both Level 2 and DCFC chargers (minimum of 2 DCFC and 2 Level 
2 chargers required).

 
• Agreement includes 5 years of operations, maintenance, and data reporting support. After final site inspection and 

acceptance, 90% of the Grant Award amount will be reimbursed, with  2% reimbursed each year for the 5-year support 
period.

• Applicants who provide a higher financial contribution than the required 20% match will be awarded up to 15 points under 
the scoring criteria, increasing their chances of being approved for the award.

• A total of $8 million in funding is available for NEVI Phase 2A. 
  



• Secure necessary rights and permits
• Submit Work Request and coordinate with RI Energy
• Acquire and install electric vehicle charger 

equipment 

• Determine amperage size and voltage
• Determine the type of service and service site characteristics
• Develop a site plan for the proposed site, and one line diagram for 400 

A service and larger

• Type of EV charger and number of ports
• Location
• Identify local permits and license requirements
• Review the application, installation, and operations requirements and 

ongoing operations, maintenance, and data reporting for Rhode Island 
NEVI Phase 2A. 
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Step-by-Step Guide for Applying 

Assess your 
Needs and 

Become 
Familiar with 

NEVI 
Requirements

Evaluate the 
Electrical 

Connection and 
Consult an 
Electrician 

Prepare and 
Submit 

Application

After 
Application is 

Submitted and 
Approved

After EVSE is 
Installed in 

Working Order 

• Final Inspection by OER
• Continued contractual 

support for operations, 
maintenance and data 
reporting for 5 years. 
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Application Summary

• Application Requirements

• Level 2 and/or DCFC Requirements; Connectors, Power Level, Certification

• Additional NEVI 23 CFR Part 680 Requirements; Availability, payment, stewardship, etc.

• Data Reporting Requirements

• Additional Federal Requirements

• OER RFA Application

• NEPA Review and Checklist 

• If the application is approved, coordinate with the utility company, RI Energy, including:
oDeveloping and Submitting a Site Plan
o Filling out and Submitting a Work Order Request
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https://energy.ri.gov/transportation/ri-nevi-program/nevi-phase-2a-application-portal



14NEVI PHASE  2A EVALUATION AND AWARD CRITERIA 

Ranked Scoring Criteria 
• Applications due August 15, 2025
• This program is not first-come, first-served. NEVI Phase 2A is a competitive application program, and applications will be 

scored and evaluated based on specific criteria. 
• Applicants must receive approval from the Office of Energy Resources (OER) before publicly announcing their application. 

Ranked Scoring Possible points
A.    Cost Competitiveness and Financial Contribution 40
B.    User Experience, Restrooms, Dining, Shopping, Etc. 50
C.    EV Installation Qualifications and Experience 40
D.    Disadvantaged Community Impact (Justice40) 20
E.    On-site Renewable Energy 10
F.    Technology and Site Future-proofing 10
G.   Pull-Through Charging Space 10
H.   Previously Disturbed Site 10
I.    Offsite Renewable Energy 5

TOTAL POINTS 195



15NEVI PHASE  2A SCHEDULE AND INVOICING METHODS

Grant Agreement Finalized
• Purchase, install, and complete device installation and location site work
• Work Order Coordination and RI Energy Inspection Completion
• 280 Calendar Days to Complete Construction 

OER Inspection
• 90% of the Grant Award amount after OER has inspected and approved 

that the Project location meets all the specifications. 

Ongoing Operations and Maintenance, Data Reporting 
• 10% of the reimbursement will be retained by the OER and reimbursed 

2% each year for 5 years to ensure the RFA terms and Grant Agreement 
requirements are met.

280 Days 

90% 
Reimbursement

10% 
Reimbursement
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Summary and Targets

• Phase 2A has $8M in allocated funding. 

• The State of Rhode Island aims to successfully partner with recipients to provide at least 10 additional DCFC (or 20 ports) 
and 100 additional Level 2 charging ports that are NEVI compliant and available to the public.

• This partnership is anticipated to last 5 years to support ongoing operations, maintenance, and data reporting. 

Target Area No of 
DACs

No Rural 
Towns

Existing No 
of Level 2 

Ports

Existing No 
of Level 3 

Ports
Population

Mid-State 1 2 124 37 171,278
Newport 3 4 88 15 134,087
Northern West 0 5 13 1 54,181
Outside Providence 2 1 95 4 176,884
Providence Metro 3 0 291 25 429,550
South Western 2 5 78 17 128,578

Totals 11 17 689 99 1,094,558
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QuestionsQuestion Answer 

Section E. ii. states “DCFC charging ports must support output voltages between 
250 volts DC and 920 volts DC.” Can OER confirm that they are stating an 
inclusion requirement rather than a cap? For example, can you confirm DCFCs 
with a 150-950 V range are acceptable because they encompass the range 
above?

Confirmation that this isn't a cap, but inclusion. Additional range is 
acceptable.

The RFP states: "The Utility Form must be completed by the Site Host 
or Applicant and signed by Rhode Island Energy, confirming both the service 
territory and that a utility connection is feasible at the proposed Site location. The 
utility form and one-line diagram request are the responsibility of the applicant and 
require the assistance of a qualified electrician after OER approves the 
application. Can OER confirm it is requesting ONLY the Utility Form at the time of 
application?

*Yes, Attachment G Utility Form is required with the utility 
representative if possible. The additional forms in Attachment O are 
the sample request forms from RI Energy for reference. These forms 
are provided as a reference for the Applicant. The Applicant is 
responsible for completing the required Rhode Island Energy forms 
after the Applicant receives Award approval notice and submitting the 
documents directly to Rhode Island Energy. Submitting these forms 
as part of the application is optional.

The Eligible Expenses on p. 27 do not list Installation/construction as eligible. Can 
OER confirm these are eligible costs?

Yes, installation and construction costs are eligible.

The RFP states a minimum of 4 ports; is there a maximum number of eligible 
ports?

No maximum number of ports.
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QuestionsQuestion Answer 
If we engage a vendor for assistance with the application, can the associated 
costs become part of the grant request? Put another way – can the program 
reimburse any project costs that are incurred prior to approval of the grant award?

The design and assistance for the site is considered an eligible 
reimbursement cost that can be submitted at part of the application, 
and if the application is accepted, to be reimbursed after device 
inspection. If the application is not approved for the grant request, the 
cost related to preparing the application is the sole responsibility of the 
applicant. 

Can awardees create paid membership subscription fees for customers that allow 
them to track customers and offer them discounts if the stations also have 
multiple other methods of unpaid subscription payment options? In this case, the 
stations would not require a membership for use (ChargePoint app, roaming 
partner apps, etc), but an EV driver would be able use their customer business 
membership to get addition perks (such as discounts on charging or discounts in 
the store). This membership would be offered for a fee.

NEVI funds aim for open access and payment for all users without 
requiring membership for functionality. If the membership is optional, I 
don't see an issue. The NEVI rules do not explicitly forbid offering a 
membership as a way to enhance a customer's experience, as long 
as it's not a prerequisite for using the station.

Would a site on along a roadway on Block Island be eligible for funding? Yes, this site would be eligible for funding. There are no NHS roads, 
so we didn't consider it from a national network perspective; however, 
it certainly has the need and could meet the eligibility location 
requirements. On the application, you can note the Southwestern 
target area if needed.
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Question Answer 
Can applicants include more than the required number of reference letters if they 
still would like to include this type of example?

Yes, the text in the application reads a minimum of three, so more is 
OK.

Attachment B requests that applicants “attach reference letters for a minimum of 
three (3) currently active projects.”
Does RI consider DCFC projects that are currently in either design/engineering or 
construction phase active projects?
Can applicants provide reference letters for in-progress projects (stages listed 
above) with other state agencies that demonstrate their ability to meet NEVI 
standards and experience with state agency coordination?

t's recommended to include active stations that have completed 
construction. However, if you do not have operational stations for the 
Project References and Reference Letters, you can submit projects in 
active design, engineering and construction phase services. 

Attachment D – Charging Station Installation History Form Power Level(s) (kW): 
Is OER requesting Power Level(s) (kW) of the total site or by charger on the site?

The intent is for the charger on site but feel free to provide the total as 
well.

As part of the application, we understand that confirmation from the utility is 
needed to verify that the site is within their service territory and that a utility 
connection is feasible. However, the utility has informed us that generating a 
formal feasibility report may take more than six weeks— beyond the program 
deadline of August 15, 2025.Given this timing constraint, we would like to request 
if there are any acceptable alternatives to the full feasibility report that can be 
submitted along with the application—such as a confirmation email, letter of 
acknowledgment, or any other interim documentation from the utility provider.

Submit applications with a commitment letter and whatever 
correspondences with the utility has taken place up until that point. 
We understand that this may be beyond the applicant's control, but it 
also affects the feasibility of a location, and we do not want to limit 
your initial options based on responses from RI Energy.



Thank You
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Energy.RINEVI@energy.ri.gov
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