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Solar Stakeholder 
Meeting

Wednesday, July 30, 2025



Agenda
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1.  Office of Energy Resources Introduction and general updates – Shauna Beland, 

OER

2. Solar Retailer Registration Process Update – Don DeFedele, Department of 

Business Regulation

3. REG Updates: Discussion in Support of First Draft 2026 Program Year Small Solar 

Prices - Tobin Armstrong, SEA

4. REG Brownfield Adder Update - Ryan Mulcahey, DEM

5. Update on net metering legislative changes - Mark Garland, Rhode Island 

Energy

6. Renewable Energy Fund Program updates – Karen Stewart and Jacob Curran, 

Renewable Energy Fund

7. REF Inspection Update – Matt Piantedosi, Ridgeline Analytics

8. Clean Energy Internship and Farm Energy Program – Abbie Hasenfus, OER

9. Wrap up

 



Office of Energy Resources General Updates
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• Upcoming Date – next solar stakeholder meeting will be scheduled for mid-September at 9am on 
Zoom. More details and the agenda to come.

• Next DG Board meeting is scheduled for August 25, 2025 at 3pm

• Solar for All - we want to hear from you!  Here is a poll for small scale installers.  The questions are 
related to program design and the RI SFA website.  Thank you for those who have already completed 
it.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/haz5clnab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015AMF7lLDk1Qi-QJickqeCLm3kc2JkbVPJcJ0DdtmdSihHa78hDXg41cvLtrrdovWx5x4ZHnW8H30_H-59v98q8hP5Yum3_ZD_MZmVaKTZrwooxJCDL2R5xChxznH9kTeKn5JIaXJ6jz7cd3Y8g_HMKi0ngvq6khNNwyvfJl3UI8=&c=okbYsVTbtduX0ocZ7Gng9r7iIGxHiXKg0K6yRCL1c3F8cbNXNeyV3g==&ch=8Eov8xdkUE2BBQ2CbuLvynoZBn1eGvtP_s0XdbWyaT-dxn5D-vxpWw==__;!!KKphUJtCzQ!OcGsFw3mJAHBe3qoEGjqT_pbgGTZ6VFudRnLdEIz-kvREOLDMxNufURedvgA6_inGYegbmFqqm93s96F1uBvir-yZraymKtYy9faFfcTLw$


Renewable 
Energy 
Growth 
Program 
Updates
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Lots of stakeholder input, 
especially for small scale installers

SEA will give a presentation on the 
status of the adders and other 
updates

OER/SEA/RIE working on a MW 
allocation plan for 2026

Ceiling price development for 
small scale is underway, please 
consider replying to the survey



Rhode Island Solar Retailer Registration

•Registration required starting March 1, 2025 for all solar 
retailers

•Portal opened May 1, 2025 | Enforcement begins August 
1, 2025

•Required documents: RI sales permit, insurance, 
employee roster, sample agreements

•Background checks required for all sales representatives

•Annual fee: $750 | Renewal: $750 | Late fee: $50
• Update employee rosters quarterly and notify DBR of changes within 10 business days

• Violations may lead to $5,000 fines or cease-and-desist orders

• Contact: DBR.Solar@dbr.ri.gov | (401) 462-9506
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REG Brownfield Adder

• The Public Utilities Commission recently granted regulatory approval for 

the creation of a new incentive-payment adder through the Renewable 

Energy Growth (REG) program for solar projects located on “preferred 

sites that require remediation” also known as “brownfields”

• DEM will be assisting Rhode Island Energy and the Office of Energy 

Resources with the implementation of this program by verifying that 

projects seeking the adder are located on brownfield sites.

• Individuals intending to apply for the adder must obtain written 

verification from DEM to include in the application package

• Similar to the “Core Forest” process already in place

• DEM will soon be issuing guidance on obtaining the required verification
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Rhode Island Solar Stakeholder Meeting

 Renewable Energy Fund Updates

Summer 2025
Karen Stewart, Renewable Energy Fund Program Manager

Jacob Curran, REF Program Coordinator



2025 Grant applications to date

• Round 25-1

• Round 25-2

Fall Grant Round(s)

• Timeline changes

• Required Documents for expedited approval

Live Survey

• 2025 Fall grant round interest

• Potential grant round timeline



2025 Grant Round Results to date

• Round 25-1 & 25-2 Small Scale Grant requests:

$1,323,405.75 for 298 projects. 28 ESS applications

• Round 25-1 & 25-2 Commercial Scale Grant requests:

$1,462,601 for 47 projects. 2 Carports & 2 ESS apps.

*Commercial Scale round will close soon

- Blocks will close on the application due date or when available funds have been reached.
- Subject to change. 

- Subject to availability of funds.



2025 Grant Rounds

Small-Scale &

Commercial Rounds Grant Request
Application Due 

Date

25-1
Small Scale: March 24th

Commercial Scale: March 3rd CLOSED

25-2
Small-Scale: July 11th

Commercial-Scale: July 18th

Closed

TBD ( commercial 
open)

25-3
Small-Scale: September 12th

(starting at 9am)
9/12 5pm (same day)

25-4
Small-Scale:  TBD

Commercial-Scale: TBD
TBD

- Blocks will close on the application due date or when available funds have been reached.
- Subject to change. 

- Subject to availability of funds.



Early Fall round: 9/12/25

To expedite Round 25-3 Small-scale Applications:

1. Applicants should review applications for typos and required docs prior to 
submitting to avoid long review times.

2. Include project checklist if submitting 2 or more projects in application 
bundle.

3. Check system sizes and grant totals ($$) across all submitted documents.

4. Submit Exhibit As (<1 yr. old) with application.

5. Reply to Award REF emails ASAP ☺



2025 REF Process

Topic Description 

Exhibits
• Check the dates on Exhibit A docs prior to applying. Request new certificates as 

necessary to avoid grant approval delays. Exhibits must be less than 1 year old.

Contract Requirements
• All contracts should state REF Grant amount and subtract grant from total owed by 

customer. 

Grant Agreements
• Grant Agreements need to be signed before projects are interconnected. 

Completion Documents
• Submit completion docs as soon as possible. We process them as we receive them. 
• Respond to Ridgeline as soon as possible for earlier grant payment processing.



2025 REF Grant Round Live Survey

We would appreciate your participation in this live survey.

Results will be communicated via Solar Stakeholder email as soon as possible.

Thank you!



Website: 

http://commerceri.com/finance-business/renewable-energy-
fund/ 

Karen Stewart, REF Manager
(401) 278-9112

Karen.Stewart@commerceri.com

Jacob Curran, Project 
Coordinator
Jacob.Curran@commerceri.com

Meghan Leddy, URI Energy Fellow

Meghan.Leddy@commerceri.com

REF@commerceri.com

Contact Information

http://commerceri.com/finance-business/renewable-energy-fund/
http://commerceri.com/finance-business/renewable-energy-fund/
http://commerceri.com/finance-business/renewable-energy-fund/
http://commerceri.com/finance-business/renewable-energy-fund/
http://commerceri.com/finance-business/renewable-energy-fund/
http://commerceri.com/finance-business/renewable-energy-fund/
http://commerceri.com/finance-business/renewable-energy-fund/
mailto:REF@commerceri.com
mailto:Juliana.cerrullo@commerceri.com
mailto:hmorini@commerceri.com


REF Inspections
Statistics, Common Violations, 

& Best-Practices for an Efficient Review 



REF Inspections
Outline

• Self-Inspection Statistics

• Self-Inspection Reports

• Common issues

• Common Installation Violations

• Resources



Self-Inspection Stats (Q2-2025)

• Average time a new inspection is in our queue: 3 days

• Installer average response time: 14.5 days

64

12

3

3

5

21

Inspection Scores Q2-2025

5 - No
Issues

4 -
Incidental

3 - Minor

For this quarter:

• 108 inspections

• 70% scored 4 or 5

• 19% unable to 
score 
• due to SI report 

quality



Self-Inspection Reports
Best-Practices for an Efficient Review

• Fill in every (applicable) field

• Provide additional photos where necessary

• See Minimum Technical Requirements

• Detailed list of required photos

• Overview of area, close-up of breaker/fuse rating, etc.

• Add text descriptions to help reviewer

• Photos must be clear

• File sizes will be very large. This is OK!!

• Provide links to download installation/correction photos

• Incomplete or illegible reports will be returned

• Incomplete responses will not be reviewed

https://assets.simpleviewinc.com/simpleview/image/upload/v1/clients/rhodeisland/REF_MTR_2024_11_1d9968b1-0f7c-41b9-a07a-6b3835ffbfb4.pdf


Self-Inspection Reports
Common Issues

• Missing/illegible photos

• Equipment or system size discrepancy

• Be sure the Project Completion form is accurate!

• Shade analysis issues

• Improper tilt/Azimuth

• Inconsistent array layout

• Improper solar access

• Model shows less than 100’ 
obstruction radius



Common Installation Violations

• Labeling!

• Disconnect Sealing

• Grounding

Green 
Screw?



Buildings with Rapid Shutdown
NEC Section 690.56(C)(2)

• Switch label located on or within 3’, that includes the 
following:

• Required for all system types!

• Minimum 3/8” CAPS
White on Red
Reflective

RAPID SHUTDOWN SWITCH
FOR SOLAR PV SYSTEM



Service Disconnect Directory
NEC Section 690.56/705.10

Per
110.21(B)



Service Disconnect Directory
NEC Section 690.56/705.10

Per
110.21(B)



Disconnecting Means (Location)
NEC Section 690.13(A) & 690.15(A)

• Readily accessible location to unqualified persons

• If enclosure door or hinged cover, exposes energized parts 
(over 30V) when open:
• Shall be locked or require a tool

• See NEC 110.25 for LOTO

Enclosure Door
“seal”



M

Breaker 
Panel

Utility 
Meter

Main 
Breaker

PV Grid Connections & Disconnect 
Grounding

Service
DisconnectM

Breaker 
Panel

Utility 
Meter

Main 
Breaker

705.11 Supply-Side            
705.12 Load-Side/Feeder Tap

Neutral bonded 
via green screw.

Neutral isolated 
from ground.

Feeder Tap
OR 

Backfeed 
Breaker



Additional Resources
REF Minimum Technical Requirements

https://assets.simpleviewinc.com/simpleview/image/upload/v1/clients/rhodeisland
/REF_MTR_2024_11_1d9968b1-0f7c-41b9-a07a-6b3835ffbfb4.pdf

Labeling Guidance Document

https://assets.simpleviewinc.com/simpleview/image/upload/v1/clients/rhodeisland
-redesign/PV_Labeling_2023_NEC_RI_REF_1_5b060fa4-60e9-4243-a3e8-
cd768946f033.pdf

Self-Inspection Report Examples (PV & PV+ESS)
https://assets.simpleviewinc.com/simpleview/raw/upload/v1/clients/rhodeisland-
redesign/RL_Commerce_RI_REF_PV_Self_Inspection_Lite_Report_2024_w_Examples_3810a2ab-d87a-4d2a-bf98-
2358cfee5f39.docx

https://assets.simpleviewinc.com/simpleview/raw/upload/v1/clients/rhodeisland-
redesign/RL_Commerce_RI_REF_PVESS_Self_Inspection_Lite_Report_2024_w_Examples_ac7930a9-0172-4367-8448-
c7506637ca01.docx

Contact Us:
REFInspections@RidgelineAnalytics.

com 
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RI Agricultural Energy Program
Fall deadline: Friday, November 7, 2025
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ROLLING 
DEADLINE:

To accommodate for 
recent changes to the 
federal ITC, 
applications will be 
accepted and approved 
on a rolling basis until the 
November 7th deadline.



Provides grants to farmers in Rhode Island of up to $20,000 for Renewable Energy 
and Energy Efficiency Projects

Since 2016:

60

Agricultural Energy Program
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RI Clean Energy Internship Program 
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